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Finding Homes 
Over the past few weeks both of Ms. Sayward’s classes have 
noticed some changes in our environments. During our 
exploration of new areas in both Lloyd Park and Stanley Park we 
have discovered evidence of animal homes.  At Parkhill, a walk 
along the river for our sit spots led to the discovery of a tree 
eaten by a beaver, and then to our surprise a beaver lodge further 
down the river. We have been visiting everyday to see if we can 
notice any changes to the lodge or catch a glimpse of the beaver. 
During our sit spots on the bank we have been fortunate enough  
to see another visiter to the lodge, a muskrat. The observations of 
the muskrat and the lodge have led the children to start building 
their own rivers and dam at the classroom and to construct a 
beaver lodge and swimming area at the tree forts.

 At Red Deer Lake, we have stumbled across evidence of a beaver 
on the far west side of the lake. During one of our walks to 
investigate clues of what animal the skull and bones we have 
found came from, we discovered beaver chewed trees. This 
caused the children to start looking for more clues of what might 
be around the lake. We discover a beaver trail, several spots of 
chewed trees, tracks in the mud and large piles of bull rushes that 
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Upcoming dates 

Nov. 11- No School 

Nov. 24 & 25- Report Cards go 
home  

Nov. 28- Parent Teacher 
Conferences Red Deer Lake 
8:30 am - 5:30 pm 

Nov. 29- Parent Teacher 
Conferences Parkhill 3:30pm- 
8:30pm  

Clothing Reminders: 

With the colder weather we 
recommend packing extra 
layers for your child (fleece is 
best over their base layer), or 
have them wear this layer to 
school in the morning. Extra 
warm socks and a pair of 
waterproof mittens and a hat 
are important to have in the 
backpacks at all times. If the 
forecast is for rain please send 
your child to school with their 
rain-gear. Please remember to 
label new clothing! 
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the children think may be beaver dams. These discoveries have 
led the children to experiment with the same building materials 
back at the classroom to create their own beaver dams.

Storytelling: 

This past month Ms Emma’s class has been filled with projects 
that have come from their own imaginations and stories told. At 
the beginning of October, we celebrated Scarlet, our scarecrow’s, 
birthday with the Forest Schoolers and in the weeks following 
spent time carefully illustrating and assembling The Story of 
Scarlet Bloodspace, a story of her life that used a narrative idea 
from each child in the class. We have been furthering her story by 
adding new characters and were surprised to find her pet dragon, 
Fire Breather, in the willow trees (a surprise left by Ms. Sayward’s 
class). The narrative of Scarlet continues as her pet fox, Rick, will 
be coming to life and adding different elements to the story. 
Storytelling and strong imaginative play weaves through projects 
and creates moments of deep learning and has built a strong 
community amongst us. Recently in the field behind our indoor 
classroom, the student’s assembled a “semi-monster ice cream 
truck” in which the whole class is able to ride and it creates ice 
cream through different pipes to be delivered or fed to a group of 
often hungry unicorns. We have been learning how to use 
different tools safely to add different features to the truck.
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Upcoming Fundraising : 

Barefoot Books Book Fair: 

We will be having a Barefoot 
Books sale at the end of 
November. A portion of the sales 
from the book fair goes towards 
purchasing new books for our 
classrooms. Catalogs will be 
going home for you to browse 
and book fair tables will be set 
up outside the Red Deer Lake 
classroom on Monday Nov. 28 
from 9-5 pm.  

Tea and Honey Holiday Sale: 

To help support local artisans 
who are committed to our 
program, we will be selling 
Honey and Tea gifts in time for 
the holidays. The Honey comes 
from Halo Honey, a small family 
run bee keeping operation in 
Priddis. The teas are from 
Calgary based Full Bloom 
Herbals. Look for an email 
coming out the first week of 
November with more 
information and order forms.  
Orders will be due back by 
November 14th. 


