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CCES Nature Kindergarten                   April 2017 
  

APRIL NEWS 
 

 

 

Changing Landscapes 

After a long and very cold winter, spring has finally arrived. At 

Nature Kindergarten, we are observing and exploring many 

changes in our landscapes. The ice in the park is thawing rapidly 

leaving big pools of water to explore and new visitors on the water. 

The birds are beginning to return to our park along their migratory 

path and we enjoy tuning our ears into the new calls and songs 

each morning and welcoming them back to the park. We have 

already seen Trumpeter Swans, Canadian Geese, and Ducks. Some 

will only be with us a short time, and others will stay to build their 

nests for the spring. We look forward to seeking the answers to our 

questions about what each bird is called, where they like to nest, 

how many eggs they lay and what they like to eat.  

 

The melting ice leaves many questions about where all the 

water comes from, what is under the water, under the ground and 

what type of animals and plants live and grow in these habitats.   

 

Reminders 

Please sign and return the 

report card cover sheet and 

yellow folder. 

April 14-23: Spring Break (no 

school) 

April 24 & 25: Earth Day 

Celebration 

 

Donations appreciated: 

- Clean, splinter free pallets 

- Pulleys 

- Stumps 

- Small clear plastic 

containers with screw on 

lids  

- Twine 

- Simple percussion 

instruments that you don’t 

need anymore 

- Strong kid-friendly hand 

trowels  
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Earth Day 2017: Saturday, April 22nd  

 
According to new research from a professor at UBC, outdoor 

unstructured play time is a key ingredient for instilling a sense of 

environmental stewardship in children. There has been a great deal 

of research conducted that states that this type of play is essential 

to early childhood development. Yet, sadly, it has been quickly 

disappearing in the last several decades. We have a lot to thank 

and celebrate the earth for. Spending our days outside, building 

forts, climbing trees, inventing new games using natural loose parts, 

getting our hands (and sometimes our entire body!) dirty and 

exploring all the details of nature and its creatures helps the children 

develop a deep connection to the land and a  genuine attitude of 

care and stewardship for all it has to offer. 

 

 Over the next few weeks leading up to our Earth Day 

celebrations on Monday, April 24th and Tuesday, April 25th, we will 

be asking the children how they wish to celebrate Earth Day and 

their ideas about giving back to the earth. We will be doing a 

planting activity, look at incorporating dance and music to 

celebrate, and we will each write a love letter to the earth with our 

own reasons of why we are grateful.  

 

On Saturday April 22nd, we encourage you to spend time with 

your family in the beautiful outdoors and reflect upon all that the 

earth has to offer. 

 

 

Spring clothing: 

As the weather warms up 

and there is an increase in 

ground water and mud, we 

suggest your child come to 

school dressed in the 

following: 

- Quick dry base layers 

(synthetic- no cotton) 

- Rain pants & jacket/ 

Muddy Buddy suit 

- Wool/quick dry socks 

- Rain boots 

- A sunhat, sun glasses & 

sunscreen 

- Waterproof mitts  

- Snack mitts (thin gloves) 

Extra: change of base layers 

in bin, waterproof mitts, 

socks, underwear.  

 

Spring is also a time where 

we will be encountering more 

insects. That includes the risk 

for ticks. We recommend that 

your child wear long sleeve 

shirts and pants tucked into 

their boots. They should also 

wear a hat. Check your child 

for bites on their head and 

torso. For more information, 

please visit Alberta Health Link 

at:  

 

http://www.health.alberta.ca/ 

health-info/lyme-disease.html 

 

http://www.health.alberta.ca/

